
how to be a good house guest 
 
Don't overstay your visit. Your hosts may not be on vacation as you are (most have to work 
while you play), and even though have graciously invited you into their home, they have already 
rearranged their normal routines on your behalf. Their hospitality also requires their investment of 
time, energy, and money for extra food and drink, utilities, and other costs. 
 
Bring a gift to say thank you when you arrive. 
 
Be flexible and adaptive. The living space designed to accommodate you on a short-term, 
temporary basis is the full-time home of your host(s). Make a conscious effort to adapt to their 
preferences and patterns. To be clear, ask about their expectations of you during your stay. (For 
example, if you are expected to share meals with them, what time they prefer you to turn out the 
lights, etc.) It is especially important to arise when your hosts do, and accept that others have to live 
in the house, too. 
 
·  Keep your guest area neat. Do not roll your suitcase inside the home. Take care not to soil the 
carpet, sofa or bedspread with oil, salt, or grime from the bottom of your suitcase. Make your bed 
before appearing for breakfast, or peel back the covers to air the bed if that's how your host prefers 
it. Keep your suitcase and belongings as unobtrusive as possible - especially if the room is a shared 
space, or visible to your hosts in passing by. Be neat. Just shutting the door to a messy room is NOT 
an option. Put dirty laundry in a laundry bag or plastic bag. Make up your bed and tuck your 
suitcase out of the way to keep the common space neat. If you need closet space, always ask 
permission first. 
 
Keep yourself neat: Hygiene is everything! Family members may tolerate each others personal 
habits because they have had years to get used to them (or learn to tolerate them). Expect to shower 
daily and be especially aware of body odor.  
 
If you have your own bedroom, keep the door open when you are not in it, with the bed 
neatly made and your belongings neat and tidy. 
 
Clean up after yourself. Do NOT leave your dirty dishes in the sink. This is just rude, even if your 
host does. You should leave the kitchen cleaner than you found it, but hopefully it goes without 
saying that you clean your dishes as soon as you're done with them. 
 
Always offer to help at mealtimes. 
 
Don't make assumptions. Unless you are specifically told to "help yourself to anything" in the 
refrigerator or pantry, always ask before taking something, and never take the last of anything. This 
is especially true of left-overs which are not easily reproduced, or expensive items. If you must eat 
your host's food while they are unavailable for consent, a good idea is to pick up some more to 
replace what you ate. 
 
Offer to make contributions. 
 
Be appreciative. Show appreciation for the local food/sightseeing and other offerings. Do 
not criticize or compare anything in a superior way to how things are done where you live.  
 
Entertain yourself. 
 
Leave a thank you gift on your departure.  Write a thank you note promptly. 


